
Essence of Decision, 2008-style.
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Lockheed 
Martin sold 
us a bum 
satellite!

Hey!  The 
Americans 

bought a crappy 
satellite!

Should we tell 
the Russians? ...

What?!  
George W. 
Bush ate a 

whole wheel 
of cheese?  

Should we 
reframe this so 
we don’t look 

like idiots?

White Paper Issued: 
“EVERYONE, CALL IT 
A ROGUE SATELLITE”

Now, what do we do about 
the rogue spy satellite 
laden with government 

secrets and 1 ton of 
hydrazine rocket fuel 
currently threatening 

Earth?

Shoot the satellite 
down

Let it crash

Pros:  
Makes us 
look really 
awesome

Cons:  Expensive, 
unprecedented, 
people will get 

mad at us, 
unforeseen 

consequences.
Cons:  Other people 
will get mad at us.  

But people will also 
die, and it could be 
the people who get 

mad at us.  Assorted 
unforeseen 

consequences. 

Pros:  Debris could 
hit Havana, 
Caracas, 

Damascus, 
Pyongyang, 

anywhere in China.

Dammit, China!

Yes

VERDICT: Take the M-I 
Complex choice and nail that 
sucker with an RIM-161 SM-

3.

Brought to 
you by 

Raytheon.

Ask a scientist

*laughter*

Mole

 *pause*
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